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School of Social and Political Science Course Choices: Frequently Asked Questions. 

For students selecting courses for the 2026/27 academic year. 
If you require this document in an alternative format e.g. large print, on coloured paper etc, please contact Emilia Czatkowska, by email at sps.pre-selection@ed.ac.uk.

Questions at a glance 
1.	Do I have to take 120 credits? Can I take more or fewer credits?	2
2.	I am part time or have a concession to take fewer/additional courses.	2
3.	Do I have to split my courses exactly 60 credits in each semester?	2
4.	What if I will be taking a dissertation course	2
5.	How do I check for timetable clashes?	3
6.	Are there any degree programmes with a different course sign-up process?	3
7.	What if I am taking a joint degree with SPS but SPS is not my home School?	3
8.	I need or want to take a course owned by another School (not SPS). What should I do?	4
9.	I have made a mistake with my course choice form	4
10.	I may need to take a repeat year next year.	4
11.	I am transferring degree next year.	5
12.	What if I am a 2nd year student who will be going on a year abroad in 3rd year?	5
13.	I am returning for my 4th year after spending my 3rd year abroad. Is there anything I need to consider for my 4th year?	5
14.	How will I know when course allocation is complete?	6
15.	When can I make course changes?	6
16.	Can I audit a course?	6
17.	What are the deadlines for submitting my course choice form?	6
18.	I have missed the deadline for submitting my course choices forms.	6





1. [bookmark: _Toc226706737][bookmark: _Toc227139256]Do I have to take 120 credits? Can I take more or fewer credits? Students need to enrol on 120 credits each year as required by the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework.
You may be able to get permission to take additional credits at Pre-Honours level, but you should wait until August to request this by speaking to your Student Adviser. Additional credit is not usually permitted at Honours level. 

2. [bookmark: _Toc226706738][bookmark: _Toc227139257]I am part time or have a concession to take fewer/additional courses. Please email your Student Adviser before completing any forms and we will advise what you should do based on your circumstances. 

3. [bookmark: _Toc226706739][bookmark: _Toc227139258]Do I have to split my courses exactly 60 credits in each semester?  You are required to take 120 credits in any given year. Credits are indicative of workload. Every 10 credits are equivalent to 100 hours of study. It is best to have an even split of 60:60 credits between the two Semesters.   
In Year 2 it is not possible to take more credits in one Semester than the other, except in exceptional circumstances. In Honours years (Years 3 and 4) it may be possible to distribute your credits unevenly across the year. If you think this may be of benefit to you, you should discuss it with your Student Adviser. If it is agreed that you may proceed, you should confirm this when you submit your completed form and forward the confirmation to sps.pre-selection@ed.ac.uk after you have submitted your online form.


4. [bookmark: _Toc226706740][bookmark: _Toc227139259]What if I will be taking a dissertation course? For students taking the Sociology project, your dissertation will be worth 40 credits, and the work is primarily done in Semester 1, so you should only be taking one other 20 credit course in Semester 1.
For other SPS Degrees (Politics and International Relations, Social Policy, Social Anthropology) your dissertation will be worth 40 credits, and this equates to 20 credits in each Semester.

5. [bookmark: _Toc226706741][bookmark: _Toc227139260]How do I check for timetable clashes? It isn’t possible to check for timetable clashes until the University publishes the official timetable in mid-July. You can, however, check the draft timetabling data extract, made available on our Choosing Your Courses webpage.
If you identify that you do have a timetable clash once the official timetable is published in July, you can request to change your courses by submitting a Course Change request. 
It is not possible to take an optional/elective course if the timetable clashes with that of your compulsory courses.
Path is a useful tool for browsing the optional courses on offer, and building a hypothetical timetable, but this will not work until the Timetable is published. Remember, Path does not let you submit your course choices within SPS! 

6. [bookmark: _Toc226706742][bookmark: _Toc227139261]Are there any degree programmes with a different course sign-up process?
Yes, the following degree programmes require students to complete a degree-specific course choice form or process. Links to all of these forms are available on our Choosing Your Courses webpage.

· Global Health Policy (BMedSci Hons)
· Politics, Philosophy and Economics – Honours Level Only
· Sustainable Development (Geography Pathway) - Honours Level Only


7. [bookmark: _Toc226706743][bookmark: _Toc227139262]What if I am taking a joint degree with SPS but SPS is not my home School? If your home School is outwith SPS then you should contact your own Undergraduate Office to find out what the pre-selection process is. Your home School is responsible for registering you for all courses, including those from SPS, and you do not need to complete the SPS online course choice form or seek permission from our school. This also applies to Honours students taking a joint degree with Politics or International Relations. If one of the SPS courses you would like to take is full and you would like to join the waiting list, you can find information on this at SPS course change requests.

8. [bookmark: _Toc226706744][bookmark: _Toc227139263]I need or want to take a course owned by another School (not SPS). What should I do? Some schools have specific enrolment criteria for their courses. This is particularly true for Honours level courses within History, Classics and Archaeology, School of Law, School of Literatures, Languages and Cultures, School of Philosophy, Psychology and Language. 
If you are hoping to take a course not within SPS, or not within the schools you are taking a joint degree with, you should make sure that you meet all the entry requirements for the course.  There may be some courses that indicate that you should also contact the Course Secretary to inquire about space on the course (you can find their details at the bottom of the course's DRPS page). If you receive permission to take the course, please forward it to sps.pre-selection@ed.ac.uk

Do list non-SPS courses on your course choice  form, but for any courses where additional approval by the other School is required, we will add you to the course once we have received confirmation from the owning school that there is a space for you.

9. [bookmark: _Toc226706745][bookmark: _Toc227139264]I have made a mistake with my course choice form. Please contact the SPS Pre-Selection team and we will advise. If it is before the deadline, it may be possible to clear your form entry so that you can resubmit your course choices. We may not be able to do this after the deadline but we will be in touch with you if we need any clarification on your choices. 

10. [bookmark: _Toc226706746][bookmark: _Toc227139265]I may need to take a repeat year next year. If you know that you will definitely be taking a repeat year and have discussed this with your Student Adviser, complete the relevant forms for that degree programme/year for 2026-27. If a repeat year is a possibility because have resits or null sits, or think you may need to complete these over the summer, complete the relevant forms on the assumption you pass the required courses and progress to the next year of study. 

11. [bookmark: _Toc226706747][bookmark: _Toc227139266]I am transferring degree next year. If your degree transfer request is still pending, complete the course choice form for your current degree programme. If your degree transfer request is later approved, you can complete the form again in August. 
It's common that as a result of a degree transfer, students are required to take specific courses to ensure they meet the requirements of the degree programme, so it is important that you only submit a form for the degree you're hoping to transfer into after this has been confirmed, and you are clear on any requirements.

12. [bookmark: _Toc226706748][bookmark: _Toc227139267]What if I am a 2nd year student who will be going on a year abroad in 3rd year? If you have been accepted to do a year abroad in your 3rd year, you should still complete a course choice form. This is so we have a note of your course preferences should your year abroad not go ahead for any reason. If you learn that your year abroad is no longer going ahead, please notify us at sps.pre-selection@ed.ac.uk. 

As part of preparing for your year aboard, you should speak to your Student Adviser and ensure you are signed up to any relevant courses you need to take when abroad if this is applicable. When you return to Edinburgh for your 4th year, you will likely have to take any 3rd year compulsory courses as a part of your 4th year course choices. Your Student Adviser will be able to advise you on this when the time comes.


13. [bookmark: _Toc226706749][bookmark: _Toc227139268]I am returning for my 4th year after spending my 3rd year abroad. Is there anything I need to consider for my 4th year? When you return to Edinburgh for your 4th year, you will likely have to take any 3rd year compulsory courses as a part of your 4th year course choices. If you are unsure, please contact your Student Adviser who should be able to help. You can contact them at student.sps@ed.ac.uk


14. [bookmark: _Toc226706750][bookmark: _Toc227139269]How will I know when course allocation is complete? While the form is closed, we will be working through all form submissions to enrol students on their preferred choices. Remember, your compulsory courses may appear on your student record or timetable before your course options, this is because compulsory courses are added automatically in line with your Degree Programme Table. For those who have submitted their forms by the 12th of June deadline, you should be enrolled in your courses by welcome week. You will be able to check your enrolments on Euclid.
Please note that tutorial allocation does not happen until September and therefore you will not see your tutorial classes on your personal timetable until just before week 1 of teaching in September

15. [bookmark: _Toc226706751][bookmark: _Toc227139270]When can I make course changes? Full details will be made available on our webpages at course-change-request. Students will be able to request a course change up until 4pm on the 1st  of October 2026.


16. [bookmark: _Toc226706752][bookmark: _Toc227139271][bookmark: _Hlk196208102]Can I audit a course?  To audit a course means that you are enrolled on the course, but you do not receive any credits for taking the course. When auditing a course, you are expected to attend classes, but you will not submit any assessments, and you will not receive grades. You cannot audit courses in Year 1. In Years 2, 3 and 4 you can audit courses with permission from your Student Adviser and the relevant Course Organiser. The course audit form will open in early September and will close at 4pm 1st of October 2026. Full details will be available on our webpages Choosing Your Courses, closer to the time. Please be aware that if you audit a course, you will not be able to take it for credit in the future.

17. [bookmark: _Toc227139272][bookmark: _Toc226706753]What are the deadlines for submitting my course choice form? 

You should submit your course choice form as soon as possible and no later than:
· 11.59pm on Friday 12th of June 2026

18. [bookmark: _Toc227139273]I have missed the deadline for submitting my course choices forms. You will have until 11.59pm on Friday 12th of June 2026 to submit your course choice form.  If you miss the initial deadline, you will need to wait until the second round of course enrolment opens on the 3rd of August.
