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Student-Staff Liaison Committee: Sustainable Development 

Date/time of SSLC meeting: 30 October 2025 (semester 1 of 2025-6) 
Venue: Chrystal Macmillan Building (CMB) 3.15
Attendance 
	Sarah Parry 
	Host of SSLC Sustainable Development 
	
	

	Sahara Choudhury 
	Student adviser and Secretary to SSLC 
	
	

	 
	Year of Student rep 
	Pathway 
	attended sem 1 SSLC 

	Ben Fulford
	4
	Geography 
	yes

	Reece Speight 
	3
	Geography
	yes

	Faye Stephens
	3
	Geography
	yes

	Gloria Cook Moreno
	3
	Geography
	yes

	Claira Turvey
	2
	Social Anthropology
	yes

	Bella van der Boom
	3
	Geography
	yes

	Cara Allan
	2
	Geography
	yes

	Arcadia Li/ Yu Li
	2
	PIR/ Social Anthropology
	Apologies

	Ellen Perski
	2
	PIR
	yes

	Solomon Anderson
	3
	Social Anthropology 
	Yes

	Leo Majury-Del Signore
	1
	PIR
	yes



Action Tracker
	No.
	Query / concern context
	Response / action 
	Assigned to
	Comment on progress towards completion  
	Date completed

	 1
	Slides are often not available ahead of lectures
	It can be a challenge to ensure all are aware that this is required, but it’s an important provision of the Accessible and Inclusive Learning Policy. 
Subject area staff will be reminded of the importance of this. Will also speak to the COs of courses highlighted.
	J. Bloggs
	Update 02/12: new staff hadn’t been aware, materials now hopefully being uploaded in line with policy. Teaching Committee will keep under review.   
	 02/12 – but will keep under review

	 1
	Y2 IDAH lectures. Lecture recordings unavailable- CO put them up soon. Hard for those ill. Puts them up for those ill. Register goes around lecture- confusion about mark, sheet for register goes round and is disruptive
	Obliged to do registers. Must clarify whether for mark or not. CO needs to clarify tutorial mark  
	 
	
	 

	 2
	 IDAH speed too fast towards the end. Starts paced and then too much content – not covering all slides. 
	 Will feedback 
	 
	
	 

	 3
	 Tutorials – cover weeks work, blowing up for a lot of people – not informed at start need to be on top of things. Students cant participate if not had chance to read things- no flexibility. Impacts keeping up with course/ abandon things
	 
	 
	
	 

	 4
	 Tutorial experiences v different IDAH- asked to debate points. Implication to make powerpoints/ extra work, or pair up. 
	 
	 
	
	 

	 5
	 Slides not up 24 hrs beforehand IDAH- not good for Schedule of Adjustments (SoA). 
	 
	 
	
	 

	 6
	 Francesco course tutor amazing. He checked in and signposted student support/ safe guarding. V helpful and offered extra help 
	 
	 
	
	 

	7
	Policy brief first assignment IDAH- Q&A up, not a document saying what expectations are eg words. Confusion about a organisation – unclear. Students panic about how depth. No student examples. Only real-world example- professional and dense. 
	Senior years IDAH has not changed- all issues/ feedback is the same
	Slight concerns on all this so far Sarah said Y2 should be a breeze/ student stress should not be so hard. 
	
	

	8
	Handwritten exam- concern. 
	
	
	
	

	9
	Kevin CO v motivated into looking into course – happy for feedback and open and get students involved. Ran course minimum 3 years. 
	Great idea- Jacob as DUGT can look into. 
	Sarah pass to Jacob.
	
	

	10
	Kevin offers office hours and prints readings. 
	
	
	
	

	11
	Environmental course v enjoyed and good feedback. 
	
	
	
	

	12
	SD briefs going- all happy. 
	
	
	
	

	13
	Repetition of what SD students cover as a whole. Keep hearing about sustainable development goals. Understand students coming from different courses- not know what SD is. There is a SD lecture for all courses- repetition. 
	Cara make a list of things and send to Sarah Parry. Senior students (Ben) agreed repetition. 
	Cara A, Sarah P
Cara shared these repeated topics on courses: 
1. Sustainable Development Goals
1. Degrowth 
1. Climate justice
1. Bruntland report 
1. Tragedy of the commons
1. Green growth
1. Palm oil case study

	
	

	14
	Pathways- Y1 asked is it important to maintain secondary pathway- how important was it conveyed? 
	Get more information on how important have a secondary pathway? In Y1- how? 25/26 We do august online meeting before welcome week. Noticeable in week 1-2 dropping to 1 pathway, wanted to take outside electives eg art, history. Weigh up making it compulsory second pathway? Hard to then take away electives if compulsory. 
	
	
	

	15
	Academic Cohort Lead (CL) model not working- going between different pathways. 
	
	Sarah take to SD team. 
	
	

	16
	Geography pathway- human v physical. Happens in Y1- choose which one in Y2? 
	
	
	
	

	17
	Y1 students finding it difficult to choose pathway. 
	
	
	
	

	18
	Mandatory Y1 Sustainable Development tutorials don’t similar- no census for tutors on what should happen? What you do depends on tutor. Questions and activities could be circulated in advance. Hand out questions on the spot oral exam it on the spot- students disliked this. More emphasis on group work and discussions. 
	
	
	
	

	19
	Y1 ask for 24 hours before PowerPoint not up to lectures. Not enough time
	
	
	
	

	20
	Y1 students struggle reflective diary assessment – v open and subjective- not sure how to approach it. Advice on LEARN was helpful. What is the final paper? The info on the nature of the take home bit not available 1A- final paper. 
	
	
	
	

	21
	Geography Y1 Human course- don’t email me policy from CO? given flowchart of what you should do before emailing CO. handbook is unnecessary and patronizing 
	
	
	
	

	22
	No consistency between 2 lectures of how personal this should be – 1st person personal? Or ground in evidence no consensus. How marked? Depends on who marks Human Geog Y1. 
	Large course hard to manage- good to help with flowchart with common Qs.

Leo said different between lecturers on human geog.  
	
	
	

	23
	Y1 PIR course- oversubscribed. Students demoted to overspill lectures- random who assigned. Watch live stream of lecture. Overspill lectures now removed from timetable- but now no politics lectures on timetable?? 
	
	
	
	

	24
	No dissatisfaction with PIR assessments- Social Anthropology assessments fine. No feedback from STIS students
	
	
	
	

	25
	Y1 said didn’t know anyone on SD degree- don’t know pathway peers? 


	STIS have pathway event. But problem with students not showing up for pathway events/ thus students don’t know each other. Self feeding- students don’t go as they don’t know each other, so wont go to event. 
Senior students said nothing where only SD people- in pre hons hundreds on core courses, only become familiar in Y3. 
Tutorials in pre hons ONLY SD students?? 
	SD only tutorials for pre hons? Sarah supports 
	
	

	26
	Funding of comms (Ben)- they are working on this. 
	
	
	
	

	27
	Y3 like Cases in Sustainable Development- mix of field trips and seminars.  
	
	
	
	

	28
	Y3 Concerns with 8.20am start for trip- hard for commuters. 
Knowing beforehand trips- reschedule seminars and swap tutorials. Told start so early to see trucks coming in- but did not happen. Consistent pattern of inconsistency- through degree programme? Presumptions all live in Edinburgh. 

Cases does give a lot of socializing. Course is loved. 
BIFFA rushed in the moment- not enough context. So some questions not answered. 
	
	
	
	

	29
	Suggestions of trips 
	Bella will email Sarah 
	
	
	

	30
	Y3- BIFFA field trip- unclear what Biffa does? Process waste and sell it off? Unclear privatised – thought recycling centre. Context missing. 
	Historically this trip is loved. Ben Y4 said this was popular. Need trip dates in advance. Ben said in Y4 this course is v helpful when writing. Possible scheduling issue of field trips and seminars? 

	
	
	

	31
	Get policy brief before term? Can engage earlier if students have capacity. Policy workshops in w1,2, so read all by then, and then not done anything else until much later. Told to skim read policy brief not in depth. 
Get Scottish parliament person to come in and discuss policy brief? One came in- only 30 mins, and limits what he can say as he a marks. New person disconnected from Uni come in? 
Understanding policy- could this be discussed before Y3? Social Anthropology pathway may struggle with these political briefs, also geog students. 
Now 1000 words
	Sarah- Cases is helpful. But too much focus on policy/ politics? 
Reece Y3 said Cases too catered to policy writing, no info in pre hons. Felt you had to write it from political perspective, but try to tie to pathway (Geography etc). 

	
	
	

	32
	Seminar scheduling – one week off? Mix of teaching or interaction- Solomon felt no teaching hours this semester? For BIFFA had waste seminar for materials weeks after. Repetition on waste cycle. 
	
	
	
	

	33
	Y3 SHRUB- comments it was interesting, learning about it, waste cycle. Very out of place compared to all else? Doesn’t feel it fits. Before and after SHRUB never mentioned again. Held 4 or 5 weeks after the seminar. 
	
	
	
	

	34
	Y3 assessment – weighting is 30-70, could it be 40- 60? Final one has huge importance even though policy brief is big piece of work? 
	
	
	
	

	35
	Solomon - Cohesion of theoretical dev- doing practical sides- no mention of what it aligns to? You learned this 6 months ago and its relevant to this part of the field trip/ location. 
	
	
	
	

	36
	Reece Y3 Is fieldwork diary pointless? 4000 words- not marked, prioritise other assessments. Make pass/ fail? Gain nothing from it? 
	Sarah- what if it was clear- writing helps make connections. Put in memory. Reposition what fieldwork diary is for? Writing and remembering and shaking ideas around. Just not marked does not mean pointless. 
Faye Y3 Having a notebook- was raining so can’t do on paper- on phone notes. 
Ben- its actually helpful later. Reversing things raised last year? Last year the word count and weighting was better. 
Sarah- CO need to explain why and how its important. 

Sarah: Want example briefs of students policy briefs- not professional ones. 
	
	
	

	37
	Y3 Reece final essay Cases in SD – last year complained of previous harsh feedback? 

	Y4 Ben said it was okay/ best marking and feedback- email CO and ask for advice.
Sarah: COs are good and generous with feedback and marking. Can say to CO about questions/ reassurance to do with final essay. Reece and peers encouraged to speak to teaching time. 
	
	
	

	38
	Y4 Ben- overall Y4 happy with electives. 
Happy with diss support from SD and pathways. Some sessions are generalised as all pathways. Some inconsistency of pathway V SD? Have pathway diss sessions? Going to Claire is helpful for feedback. 
Geog diss helpful in comms and events. 
	Sarah: Default to pathway/ pathway supervisors, CO of diss. Claire’s will be general diss help. 
	
	
	

	39
	Y4 Ben when will Careers talk will be rescheduled? 
	Sarah ask Claire. 
	
	
	

	40
	Claire H amazing with Y3 Social Anthropology pathway students (2). 
	
	
	
	

	41
	Y4 Ben- students returning from Junior Year Abroad (Y3 abroad) – not supported on diss on Junior Year Abroad (Y3 abroad) and feeling behind. 
	
	
	
	

	42
	Bella SD PALs returned- doing well. Y1 good engagement. Y2 for IDAH brief- not enough students turned up. 
	Claira- will tell IDAH Kevin CO put on LEARN (all IDAH students not just SD). 
	
	
	

	43
	Solomon- Business pathway? 
	Sarah- there is a SD pathway in business school! Just other way round. 
	
	
	



General comments:
· Sarah- some repetition must stay as non- SD students will be on course. Signpost to go over something else when repetition/ recap occurs
· Helpful if SD only tutorials. Logistical nightmare- all reps agreed okay if limited ie only 3 of 10 are SD only, and can only swap between these 3. Slight disconnect of SD students and everyone else quiet in tutorials. 
· Integrate events into timetable? 
· Ben Y4 to junior students- there won’t be recordings to encourage attendance in honours. Be prepared. All issues have been raised annually- frustrating
