Student-Staff Liaison Committee: [Politics, Philosophy and Economics UG] 
Agenda 
 
Date/time of SSLC meeting: Wednesday 26th Nov 2025, 2pm-3pm

Venue: Teaching Room 02, Old College

Chairs: Dr Philip Cook (PC) and Dr Julia Calvert (JC)
Note taker: Alex Dysart

· Report back on action points from previous meeting(s) 
· Discussion:
-Lectures
-Tutorials
-Assignments
-Cohort Building
· AOB
· Details of next meeting 
 
Actions from last meeting:

	PC: Action from last meeting, Students expressed difficulty in navigating the various rules and regulations across the three schools. Philip is currently developing a way to consolidate all this information into a single resource. Philip has been speaking with IT about the possibility of a PPE Learn page.

	 PC: Action from last meeting: Philip has been discussing with Ben Coulson concerning the differences in essay writing skills required across various subject areas. This issue be addressed through cohort events in the future.



Action Tracker 
 
 
	Query / concern context 
	Response / action  
	Assigned to 
	Comment on progress towards completion   
	Date completed 

	 JC: Would PPE representatives like to attend the joint PIR SSLC?

	 Rep: Yes, I would like to participate in it (as an optional matter).
Other Rep: No, they would prefer to have a PPE-specific meeting solely.
JC: Next year, we will invite PPE representatives to participate in the first PIR SSLC and subsequently hold a meeting specifically dedicated to PPE matters.
	
	 
	  

	Rep: What is the role of a PPE rep?
	JC: We want to hear about how the programme is going as a whole. We will mainly focus on PIR, but we can feed other points back to Economics, for example.
PC: A similar issue was raised by the reps last year. It is important to contact the owning schools if there is a specific issue relating to their course/content.
	
	
	

	Rep: Could we have a rep from the other 2 schools join this meeting in the future?
	PC: We discussed this matter last year and contacted the other schools. We may revisit this issue to see if we can formalize the process moving forward.
JC: I support this proposal. Perhaps they could present at one of the two meetings next semester.
	
	
	

	Rep: Economics teaching is notably weak this year. No tutorial attendance participation grade this year for some Economics courses, and only 30 students attended a 600-person class.
	Yr 4 Rep: The economics courses depend heavily on self-directed study, and it is important to attend them even if they do not award a grade for certain aspects of teaching.

	
	
	

	JC: What makes a good tutor for economics?
	Rep: a tutor who cares about the subject area (particularly the mathematics)
	
	
	

	JC: Could reps please email me with the ideal degree structure changes for the pre-honours years?
	Reps: Will do
	
	
	

	Rep: The problem with PPE is that if you don’t know which diss you want to take, you have to take more than one of the compulsory diss prep-courses. Could we not have a specific PPE diss?
	JC: Developing a new course in the current financial climate would be difficult. We always want to create an ‘interdisciplinary moment’, but we must work within our limitations.
	
	
	

	Rep: I’m in stat mod; it’s a great course and seems to strike a good balance across subjects. The Futures Institute does this very well when compared to PPE.
	JC: Will look into this
	
	
	

	Rep: Good to know that we can now take 3 subjects in Year 4 instead of only 2 (as in the previous iteration of the DPT). However, it's not very clear on the DPT. Also, you can't easily specify that you want to take all Eco Year 4 courses in a single semester.
	JC: Will look into this
	
	
	

	Rep: One student was told that they could take 3 POL courses in year 4, but then was subsequently delayed by the UTO before finally being told it wasn’t possible. Can this be clarified for the future?
	JC: Noted
	
	
	

	Rep: In Eco, can they take an uneven workload in year 4 (80 credits in Sem 1)? Can we do this too?
	JC: That would have many teaching implications; increased demand for Semester 1 courses would be difficult to manage.
	
	
	

	Rep: Got year 4 POL courses on time, then ECO and PHIL late in week one of teaching. We couldn’t prepare as we didn’t know what courses we were getting. UTO said the delay wasn’t going to impact PHIL courses for year 4, but there are no PPE students on them.
	
	
	
	

	Rep: In Phil, there was a problem between PATH and the actual courses that were running. Not many courses were showing as running when they actually were. Only 8 courses were showing on PATH.
	JC: If you hear of similar issues across the cohort, please let us know so we can address them. This could be where a team's page might come in.
	
	
	

	Rep: The response time to request a survey was slow (two weeks). It was only undertaken on the day of the SSLC.
	AD: This was my fault because PIR doesn’t allow surveys in Semester 1 (to prevent survey fatigue).
JC: Can we standardise the form in some way? Look into timing, use a single survey, and moving it to the Learn page?
	
	
	

	Rep: I’ve been a rep before, and the same issues keep recurring. It might help to add a frequently asked questions section to clarify things for students.
	JC: Like the idea of an FAQ. We could also look to get year 4 reps to feed info back to the year 3 students during the cohort sessions, for example.
	
	
	

	Rep: Economics required students to be enrolled in the programme to obtain their diss supervisor's details, but enrolments were delayed. Richard Holt did this manually. Could this be addressed for the future?
	Noted
	
	
	

	Rep: We liked the politics course choices.
	
	
	
	

	Rep: PIR has the best diss out of the 3 schools
	JC: Love to finish on the fuzzy stuff
	
	
	

	Society rep: How can we increase the cohort community?
	Society rep: We're running a lot of events in sem 2, including round tables. Please push this to the students.
	
	
	

	Rep: I don’t want to do more society things, particularly during the day
	Society rep: We can try to address this.
	
	
	

	Rep: Could we please organise more social activities in the PPE society? It is too heavily focused on academics.
	
	
	
	

	Rep: I disagree, but I personally like the academic side of society.
	JC: I could be a good idea for the society to focus events around the needs of each year level
	
	
	

	JC: Please send me the 5 big takeaways from your surveys.
	
	
	
	



 
