Student-Staff Liaison Committee: UG Social Policy Sem 1
Agenda

Date/time of SSLC meeting: 3/11/2025, 2pm
Venue: Seminar Room 6, CMB

1. Welcome and apologies (below)

2. Report back on action points from previous meeting(s)

· Dissertation information for 3rd years earlier than last year, RB hoping to do an info session in January instead of March (3rd years maybe to add input). Could pop into Qualitative course (compulsory for almost all 3rd years) to give some info ahead of time.
· ACSP marking, spoken with CO about this.
· Responses from lecturers via email (may come up again)
· More workshops for 4th years about dissertation (being worked on)
· JYA students also spoken to individually about dissertations so they aren’t left out.

3. Agenda items (e.g. assessment and feedback; themes from QA reporting: External Examiner report, course evaluations etc.; ‘second-named’ joint degrees;) 

4. AOB

· Students are appreciating WP events/discussions in school and subject area. RB to continue these discussions for more ideas.

5. Details of next meeting- TBC, March 2026



Student-Staff Liaison Committee: UG Social Policy Sem 1
Agenda

Date/time of SSLC meeting: 3/11/2025, 2pm

Attendees: Fiona Davis, Richard Brodie, Helen Packwood, Adrian Chung, Grace Davis, Rosemary Banister, Rose Stewart Young, Ophelia Fyfield, Annabella Alovatti, Kamila Macedo, Farah Ashour
Apologies: Holly Holmes, Kenny MacLean, Molly Robinson, Cassie Shand, Alix Arnold, Anna Scott, Tobias Gibbs

	No.
	Query / concern context
	Response / action 
	Assigned to
	Comment on progress towards completion  
	Date completed

	 1
	Powerpoints aren’t uploaded to Learn very early so SPaS. Some students would prefer this so they can take notes
	We will aim to put them up a minimum of 24 hours ahead of lectures. Open to being nudged by students as well where I have forgotten
	RB
	
	

	 2
	The pacing of some of the lectures is a little fast
	Important not to run over either but will keep in mind.
	RB
	
	 

	 3
	UPP lectures are quite hard, some language used isn’t widely understood. Some complicated concepts that 1st years struggle with, though it is useful for future years, lots of foundational info. CO very friendly and approachable. It compliments Research Skills so could be 2nd year course?
	The course was originally designed as 2nd year course, are working to adjust it to 1st year level or move it to 2nd year. 
	RB/HP
	
	 

	 4
	Research skills feels like it could have been a 10 credit course, not too much packed in each lecture.
	To consider reshuffling lectures/tutorial timings and structures. Meeting taking place on 5/11/25 to discuss this anyway.
	 HP/RB
	
	 

	 5
	CSP is a bit repetitive for PoTWS, lots of different levels of students as well in the class (1st and 2nd years, mix of SocPol and outside students)
	We can look at the syllabuses for these two courses to make sure they are complimentary but not overlapping.
Could potentially group tutorials to allow for SocPol students to be in together so all on more similar knowledge base.
This course used to be only for 2nd years, could look to add some criteria/description to DRPS for this course again. 
	RB/HP/ Philip Rathgeb as CO
	
	 

	 6
	CSP- some tutorial activities are confusing- structured in a way that isn’t clearly linked to lectures. 9-11am lectures aren’t popular either.
	Will speak about this with CO, tutors can give variance as well.
We can try to request better times, some of it isn’t in our control.
Maybe having tutorials on the same day helps people with timetabling and consolidation.
	RB/HP/Philip Rathgeb as CO
	
	 

	7
	QRPP- tutorial formats- working in small groups may be better than wider class discussions (would be good for other classes too). May improve engagement for those who are not as comfortable speaking in front of the class. The first half of lectures is often overlapping a lot with the readings so not as useful. Readings could be an unrelated topic but the methodology used may be the focus of the seminars (this is sometimes done)
	Will take onboard and look at in future. Perhaps speaking about applications of the course with dissertations could be useful, RB could come as speak for example.
	RB/HP/Hayley Bennett as CO
	
	 

	8
	QRPP- FAQ’s added to Learn, and students can add more questions to discussion board- very helpful and could be done in more classes.
	Can look into doing this for more classes
	RB/HP
	
	

	9
	Cohort events- SocPol Society have good events for meeting other students, especially ones talking about careers in SocPol
	Will continue doing these
	RB
	
	

	10
	Some other subject areas (eg. Politics) use interactive apps in lectures to get more engagement in discussions. Students can then go back and look at these if they want.
	To look into these and give them a go (Wooclap, TopHat, Mentee)
	RB
	
	

	11
	Dissertations can be punted to later in semester/semester 2. Workshop frequency (esp earlier on) is very helpful. Clarity on Ethics forms would be helpful, it’s a little unclear.
	Dissertation handbook- ethics forms can be changed for next year.
Can also add more info in handbook that individual time management is a large part of dissertations, alongside workshops.
	RB
	
	




