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SCHOOL of SOCIAL and POLITICAL SCIENCE
Social Policy
The University of Edinburgh
Chrystal Macmillan Building
15A George Square
Edinburgh EH8 9LD

Student Staff Liaison Committee 
Online Meeting (MS Teams) 4pm-5pm, 12th October 
Attendance:
Chair – Dr Patrick Theiner (PT)
Secretary – Mr Alexander Dysart
Secretary – Miss Fiona Kelly (FK)
Secretary – Ms Cristina Roman
Academic staff:
Dr Steve Hill
Dr Ben Coulson (BC)
Student Representatives:
Alexander Limper
Emily Wilson
Aurora Bortolin
Mia Ritter
Casey Chu
Aman Shirgaokar
Khanak Gupta
Ha Jin
Christiane Bjørnland
Natasha Mansukhani
Leqi Pan
Mimi Woodhams
Clara Zhang
Cindy McKenzie
Nora Alvarez Ahdab
Faher Evelyne





Politics Year 1:
Students would prefer if more lectures were more in person.
PT- This is due to Gordan Aikman lecture theatre being occupied, this issue will resolve itself once the protestors have left.
Request that lecturers in PIR1a speak slower. PT noted and will fed this back to staff.
Students would like more exam prep information for PIR 1A.
PT will give more info regarding exams in class soon. Students should focus on mid-terms first.
Some students found the first few lectures too slow would like to get deeper into the topics.
PT – PIR 1A is new and we can look to adjust the topic structure and pace for future years.

International Relations Year 1:
Students would like more time between classes to get settled (particularly in large year 1 courses).
PT will ask students to leave out certain doors in the PIR 1a course, and hopes that seating etiquette will develop over time. Student numbers in class will also drop off as the semester continues.

Politics year 2:
JYA meeting held at the same time as Theories of IR lecture.
FK- We are looking to move the day and time to accommodate this issue. The session may be repeated.

PPE Year 2:
Student like that the IPE exam is online.
PT- we may look to make all big courses move to online exams (no one wants to read 200 hand written exams)

IRIL Year 2:
Student find it difficult to integrate into two schools at the same time.
PT – If students have concerns about the law school please contact PT for support.
The schedule with law courses is difficult. Students were only told in august that the core PIR and LAW course overlapped and had to choose a new course.
PT- can flag issue to timetabling



IR year 3:
Students would like more information on honours course choices.
PT- We will run an info session at end of the year to advise on honours course choices.
Students would like to introduce PIR families like other schools.
PT – Families are run in other schools, but not here. This would be a big undertaking to roll out. We can look at what we can glean from other schools. PT will also speak to the EPU about this (was raised by EPU last year).
IRIL Year 3:
Students are concerned about the return to in-person exams. Many students have never done one at Edinburgh (particularly in the law school).
PT – We could encourage other schools to look at online exams. PT will speak to LAW.
Politics Year 4:

Students are worried about the relationship with their supervisors, some supervisors are more engaged than others (heard that students only get 3 meetings per year):
PT- The dissertation handbook has a good overview of what you can expect from a supervisor. Students should raise this issue with Ben Coulson tomorrow in the dissertation info session. We will look at the handbook and see how much time staff should be spending with their supervisees.
BC- I’ll address these issues tomorrow. I’m not aware of a set number of meeting with students and their supervisors. Students should meet more regularly than 3 times a year. We do have 3 general info sessions throughout the year.
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