Sustainable Development
Staff-Student Liaison Meeting
9th November 2022 –1.00 pm
Room 1.06, 24 Buccleuch Place
Minutes
Attendees
Year 1 
Vilte Civilyte (Informal Rep)

Year 2
Ola Majewska 
Nina Brown 

Year 3
Yara Share (PIR Pathway)
Daniel Suarez Bernal (Geography Pathway)

Year 4
Luisa Langmann - (PIR Pathway)
Hedvig Pontén  - (PIR Pathway) (Chair)

Faye Wade – SSLC Convenor
Sue Renton – SD Student Advisor

Apologies:
Gro Gisleberg
Sophia Mainiero


Year 4 Feedback
SD Community:  Students are overall happy and check-ins with PTs, SD lunches and meetings with Sue highlighted.  Study space booked and recurrent sessions for cohort received positive feedback but would be better if they were automatically set up. Sue encouraged students to let her know the best days and times once timetables are known at start of semester.
Degree Structure:  More pathway courses offered that SD and balance feels disproportionate.  Would be useful to have suite of courses recommended, in particular ones highlighting possible wellbeing issues regarding content – how to address Eco anxiety.  

Dissertation support:  Students feel supported by supervisors but some feel under prepared and out of depth with the research project.  More dissertation sessions would be welcomed and the suggestion that PALS could perhaps organise a dissertation session was raised.  Dissertation is managed within the pathway and it was felt that Geography students find staff not sure what SD is in relation to the dissertation.  Politics supervisors are assigned very late.   Each pathway has own dissertation support model, with supervisors spread out across the disciplines.  Perhaps look at how this is working in practice across each subject area.

 
Staff engagement:  SD team exceptional, students very grateful, and in particular looking after themselves.

Wellbeing/counselling:  Exceptional support, care and dedication by staff.  Lack of communication across the School to staff in other schools regarding Rachel’s passing was disappointing.  Faye explained about the formal process of relaying news.

Post-graduate advice:  More insight – what have previous students done – what work they have gone int0 - Alumni event not happened since COVID.  

Year 3 Feedback
Course content:   All SD core courses felt relevant.
Post-covid learning:  For many students, transitions to honours has been difficult and a different way of learning. Initially challenging trying to balance attending classes and studying, and learning new skill sets from online recorded lectures to now engaging in real time.  Social aspect has felt overwhelming having been isolated for 2 years, however, social events have been co-ordinated and more events planned, following on from 2nd year sessions which attempted to bring students together.  Students appear to be doing well and adapting to in-person activities.  
Learning materials:  Access to resources, academic material/study spaces, are busy and not freely available, with study spaces often fully booked.  Study space/reading room in CMB basement is always closed and undergraduate students don’t have access.  Reading materials are sometimes not released until day before class, especially for Cases in SD, and online lectures and in person lectures have different requirements: in-person is 24 hours prior to lecture and online is a week prior to lecture.  Students seemed to be happy with assessments.
Support and well-being:  Necessary support was felt to be in place. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Student engagement and community:  There is a lot of interest in the possibility of a 3rd year trip to Firbush Outdoor Centre next May to help address the lack of cohesion arising from the previous two years.  Funding from the SDO, for a Christmas event for all SD students, is currently being discussed.  There is also plans to invite a guest speaker during semester 2.  Students are aware that funding is provided for dissertation retreats in other subject areas.   P&M discussed and the ways in which it has affected finances, fees, upcoming events, and the negative impact on staff and students.

 Year 2 Feedback
Rebuilding on connections made last year but more of a SD community and connections with all years would be welcomed.  SD briefs is the favourite email of week and more puns from Claire Students collectively trying to reengage the cohort into SDA, Hearty Squirrel.   So few people are taking the STIS pathway that it feels a bit excluded and left out and that it could be managed better. There is an overlap from 1st year course SNE and Investigating Science course which appeared to show the same lecture videos and material, which was also used during the previous strikes.  


Positive feedback received on IDAH, it’s interdisciplinary, but also felt material was confusing in the order it was delivered.  It was felt unclear what level of standard was acceptable.  Some complaints received on inadequate information given about the policy brief, but useful information had been given during PALS session.  These comments were requested to be fed back at course level.  

More options, including international ones, for study abroad would be preferable.  

Pathway options took precedence more than SD specific options.  Politics and Geography felt they had the broadest options and Sociology/Social Anthropology less so.  

Feedback for pathways (general feedback of repetitiveness):
· Politics: The course is interesting but a bit repetitive.

· Geography: good feedback, interesting, also repetitive. 

· STIS: wanting more inclusion, and better planning. A lot of repetition. 

· Didn’t get any feedback for the other pathways.

Good feedback about support available with regard to mental health and academic support. Some say the system for where to find help can be confusing though. 


Year 1 Feedback
It was found difficult having to choose pathways before starting University.  SD has a great community-feel but wish there were more events taking place.  SD1a Reflective Diary was praised, case studies lecture felt rushed.  Tutorials groups with 10-12 tutees working well, although sometimes tutorials feel unstructured.  It was felt minimal peer support given to STIS unlike SDPALS, and there were different expectations - abstract, philosophical – and a more explicit course description would be valued.  Students really enjoyed Isabelle’s fieldtrip to Leith and was highly praised and appreciated. 


Any Other Business 

Volunteers to attend SPS UG Forum in Semester 2 
Luisa Lang and Yara Share volunteered to attend this meeting next semester.
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