Student-Staff Liaison Committee Meeting 
Politics, Philosophy and Economics 
Undergraduate Politics and International Relations
Semester 2, 2024-25

Date and time: Wednesday 12th March @14:00
Location: SPS Chrystal Macmillan Building, Meeting Room 2, Floor 2

AGENDA
In attendance:

•	Dr Philip Cook – Programme Director
•	Ms Cristina Roman – Student Adviser and Programme Administrator
•	Year 1 representatives - Sara Monguzzi & Max Herschlein
•	Year 2 representative – Ting Ting Zhang & Alexander Shaw
· Year 3 representative – Maya Frank 
· Year 4 representative – James Andrew (UG School Rep)

1. Action points from previous meeting
· Feedback re MML checking with David Yarrow: Followed-up with DY and PPLS DUGT. Continued efforts to improve this course aspect, complete consistency is challenging. Issue of standardisation is being looked at.

· Tailored PPE materials/roadmap: Ongoing issue, but Philip working with PPLS and Econ to improve overall comms and address coherence and accessibility. Philip and Cristina to look at further standalone PPE materials like handbook (Action Point)


· PPE Society: Has been implemented and first events organised. Cohort activities outwith campus (pub quizzes, debate sessions, reading groups). Great achievement for the whole PPE community. Grant application may be revisited next academic year. (Action Point)

· Study Skills resources for different essay writing expectations across subjects: Philip and PIR department discussing this with PPLS.


· Further feedback on Economics 1: Sara, Max and James have addressed this with course organiser and had positive meeting in this regard. Discrepancies between tutorial delivery have been noted and managing student expectations. Overall course delivery with Economics 2 used as a good model for future reference. Action point: Notes to be sent to Philip (including James’ suggestions).

· Feedback release / Economics 2 tutorials: Ting Ting to email the course organiser regarding the weekly feedback release. (Action Point)


· Year 2 cohort feedback on Politics: Philip to discuss with DUGT (Action Point)

· Organise dissertation session for Year 3 cohort: David Yarrow delivered this today; really good presentation. Cristina to send PPT to all including JYA students (Action Point). Maya to check with peers when would be the best time of the year to organise this especially as Research Design is a Sem 1 course and inform Philip (Action Point).


· Changes to resits in Honours – Programme Handbook: James to get back to Cristina re suggestions on how to improve comms and raise awareness re SPS tailored websites (Action Point). Learn site suggested to be co-ordinated by Philip (Action Point) PPE as a separate handbook? Currently there is a PIR one for all programmes (Action Point)


Feedback from Years 1, 2, 3 & 4
[bookmark: _Hlk192682916]Year 1
· Cohort pleased with the Political Thinkers course;
· Economics 1 course has improved with new lecturer more content-focused; pre-existing issues for tutorials still present, but being addressed by student reps;
· A lot of complaints have been received about Logic 1 – website used is faulty and it has created confusion among students. It was noted that the website required was difficult to use as a study tool. The lecture quality has been inconsistent, which has been raised by reps in PPLS as well. Philip explained that as this was a course-specific issue, this would need to be addressed with the course organiser in the first instance.
· Very good feedback received for both Introduction to the History of Philosophy A and B.



Year 2
· Students are really happy with the new society;
· Absence of electives in Year 2 has been noted
· Economics 2 December exam: provisional marks were released very late; some tutorials in the course have become rather redundant with very poor engagement at tutorials from students. It was noted that the number of students per tutorial was too high which had an adverse effect on overall participation.
· Cristina advised that release of provisional marks was not common practice and that for any examinations held during the May Diet results would not be available until 1st July.

Year 3
· Applications in Econometrics: a lot of complaints had been received regarding the group project. Students only had 2 weeks’ time to prepare for a big project and felt unsupported in the preparation for this bigger assessment (4,000 words).
· Drop-ins have been offered for the course but very hard to navigate as too many students present.
· General positive feedback at programme level was noted.

Year 4
· Very poor response to form sent out by the UG School rep and James will think about other options for future feedback engagement before demitting the role (Action Point: James)
· More cohort-specific events were recommended
· Curriculum balance improved by Year 4
· Inconsistencies in teaching quality modules were noted
· Cristina mentioned that although the response rate was very poor, the points listed had been representative of individual conversations with Year 4 PPE students.

AOB
Max enquired regarding Junior Year Abroad events. Cristina advised that it was too early at YR 1 stage to get into the details of the process as applications don’t open until late autumn and is being co-ordinated by Edinburgh Global: https://global.ed.ac.uk/study-work-away/study-exchanges
Cristina is happy to discuss with students if helpful after the May Diet, although main recommendation is to focus on good academic results in the current year as JYA is a competitive process and Year 1 performance will be taken into consideration.

Action/ task tracker
	#
	Action Point / Query
	SSLC meeting
	Assigned to
	Action taken/ planned action/ response

	1
	Tailored PPE materials/roadmap
	Semester 2
	Philip & Cristina
	Ongoing issue, but Philip working with PPLS and Econ to improve overall comms and address coherence and accessibility. Philip and Cristina to look at further standalone PPE materials like handbook.

	2
	PPE Society
	Semester 2
	Student reps & Philip
	Grant application may be revisited next academic year. 

	3
	Further feedback on Economics 1
	Semester 2
	Sara & Max & James
	Notes to be sent to Philip.

	4
	Feedback release / Economics 2 tutorials
	Semester 2
	Ting Ting
	Ting Ting to email the course organiser regarding the weekly feedback release. 

	5
	Year 2 cohort feedback on Politics
	Semester 2
	Philip
	Philip to discuss with DUGT.

	6
	Organise dissertation session for Year 3 cohort
	Semester 2
	Cristina & Maya
	Cristina to send PPT to all including JYA students (Action Point) 
Maya to check with peers when would be the best time of the year to organise this especially as Research Design is a Sem 1 course and inform Philip (Action Point)

	7
	Changes to resits in Honours – Programme Handbook
	Semester 1
	Philip & Cristina & James
	James to get back to Cristina re suggestions on how to improve comms and raise awareness re SPS tailored websites (Action Point). Learn site suggested to be co-ordinated by Philip (Action Point) PPE separate handbook? (Action Point)
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