SPS SSLC Agenda and Action Tracker

Subject area/SSLC name: Social Policy
UG/PG: UG
Date and time: Wednesday 12th March, 10am	Location: CMB

AGENDA
1. Welcome and apologies

Students in attendance: Adrian Chung, Clarisse Yap, Grace Davis, 
Apologies: Kate Anderson, Annabella Alovatti, Oliver Buck, Zayan Aka, Josh Mistry, Setbeul Grace An, Rosa Watts, Erin Neilson

Staff in attendance: Richard Brodie (RB), Fiona Kelly

2. Report back on action points from previous meeting(s)
· EPP feedback: this course will no longer be running after this year. New course will have different forms of assignments such as quizzes.
· Marking deadlines: 3-week turnaround should be strictly enforced. As a subject area we do alright with this but will continue to strive to improve.
· Course allocations: we are aware it has been an issue and it has been raised at school level, there are plans to try to improve this going forward. In Social Policy we (CL’s & AA) will make ourselves available during course allocation process when it is available before summer to help students pick courses. Would it be useful to also have a subject area one as well or would students not be around/interested? 
· Extensions: feedback has been taken into account 
· JYA students will be invited to 3rd year dissertation meeting coming up soon.
· Statistical modelling issues: Has been raised with CO/Q-Step Academic and will be again at programme boards in the summer.
· DSR: hoping for some improvements for next year, this may come up in later discussion about course choice discussion.


3. Agenda items:
Year 1
No reps present
Year 2
No reps present
Year 3
· Dissertations- Generally it is felt (especially for joint hons students) that information is given a little late compared to other subject areas which causes anxiety. JYA students feel they’re missing information due to this, even though no information is available at the time. This is especially an issue in Social Policy and Sociology since the Sociology project is due so much earlier.
RB- It is very difficult, especially with Sociology because of the different deadline and they start writing the diss in 3rd year which others don’t. Email at end of March goes to all 3rd years (including JYA). Could be helpful to have the meeting at the start of sem 2 to ease anxiety. At least to outline how it works in SocPol.
· 3rd year compulsories, generally liked.  (ACSP)-Assessments (midterms) have multiple markers -students don’t know who will mark their work so unsure who to go to for advice. Markers can give conflicting advice to students so it is unclear what is expected. Students can be marked down for taking on advice given from non-marker.
If a course has non-standard assessments (non-essays), clearer guidance of what would be expected would be helpful. Marks low for this course overall.
RB- Course to be updated as board aware of low marks generally given. Attendance also an issue for this course hence work to improve it for students. RB to speak with CO to ensure marking consistency is part of this update. If students are greatly concerned for their marks on this course and the impact on their degree, they can speak to RB but generally one lower mark shouldn’t have too big an impact on degree outcome.
· Joint degrees- confusion around which compulsory courses need to be taken to keep options open for dissertations. Taking lots of compulsory courses in sem 1 (which is when they all are) which are all around research methods is very demanding. There are also prohibited combos (IPDA and DSR) but not being able to take them both can be problematic as different software (STATA and SPSS) are used. 
FK- will make sure this is updated on DPT’s
RB- can also advise students to keep their options open by taking multiple compulsories. Will need to give this advice to 2nd years then but will need to check with all joint degree areas as it is their decision. Can speak with subject areas (Sociology and Politics) about what each research methods course entails for each subject area and whether there is enough crossover for substitutes to take place. Will also check why prohibited combinations are in place and whether this can be changed.

Year 4
· Students would like more soft deadlines for SocPol dissertation to help people keep on track and know roughly where they should be. Some supervisors are less hands on than others which can be trickier for students.
RB- Soft deadline scan be good but can cause stress- dissertation writing process is very dynamic (subjects can change etc). Setting rules on how often to meet supervisor may not be a “one size fits all” solution. If student struggle with supervisors, they can speak with Richard to can help to nudge them to meet more regularly.
· Dissertations- more workshops/days for students to work on dissertations together would be good. These could be guided and just booked space for students to go to do work/chat with each other about it.
RB to consider this (more below).
· Not many quantitative courses available for those wanting to do quants dissertations (especially without having done prereqs in pre-hons)
RB- DSR should be changing a bit to be more helpful. Can raise this with board of education.
· Poor responses from lecturers sometimes.
RB- don’t be frightened to chase up with lecturers or come to Richard if problem persists. Can also raise this generally to remind staff.
(Sent in by Kate Anderson beforehand)
· I wanted to start by saying thank you to Richard and Claire for setting up our dissertation away day! The people I spoke to got a lot out of it (me too!). The one piece of feedback I had received was the desire to have had it earlier on in January to combat feeling behind when inevitably comparing one’s own progress with others. 

RB to consider this but finding a day-long slot may be hard during the semester or in sem 1 (this one happened during innovative learning week). Perhaps shorter ones would be possible earlier eg.splitting the full day into multiple shorter ones.

· A further frustration I heard more this semester than last was the lack of social policy specific courses this year which particularly impacted semester 2 offerings. Many people told me they had trouble with classes being cancelled and being placed into other classes/having to move around a lot this semester. 
RB- A lot of courses had caps for numbers and they fill up quickly due to room sizes, quite out of our control. Hoping to offer more this year and include more relevant courses from other subject areas.

· I have also heard from a few people that they have their final deadlines in the same span of a few days in April. 
RB- in SocPol we try to spread deadlines out but joint honours makes this hard. We can’t have deadlines during the holidays so they will naturally clump early or late April. We also have to have everything in by late April latest to allow for marking before boards.

4. AOB
· No 1st and 2nd year reps present, discussion of how to encourage them to attend. Tried to work it around compulsory courses and when staff could attend but optional courses can always be a problem.
Action/ task tracker
	#
	Action Point / Query
	SSLC meeting
	Assigned to
	Action taken/ planned action/ response

	1
	Year 3 Dissertation information

	March 25
	RB
	Check if possible to have meeting for 3rd years about dissertation earlier (eg start of sem 2).

	2
	Confusion around which 3rd year  compulsory courses to take for dissertations



	March 25
	RB
	Give info for year 3 compulsories to year 2 students


	3
	
Compulsory courses for research methods courses


	March 25
	RB and PR
	DPT’s- check compulsory courses for 3rd years in SocPol and other subject areas to check for overlap. See if one course can be swapped for another if a student has taken it and if prohibited combinations still make sense.

	4
	
Analysing and Communicating Social Policy Marking


	March 25
	RB
	Speak to CO for AaCSP about marking generally to ensure it is consistent.

	5
	Poor responses from some lecturers when students email



	March 25
	RB
	Remind staff to respond to students(?)

	6
	Try to make dissertation workshops earlier in year



	March 25
	RB
	To think about making shorter ones earlier in the year (half-days?)

	
	



	
	
	




