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A Message from the Programme Directors:

Welcome to the MSc in Digital Sociology at the University of Edinburgh. We are proud to offer an innovative programme in one of the preeminent Sociology departments in the UK.  This degree directly responds to a growing need for our graduates to be able to study and analyze a world undergoing rapid digital transformation. Digital Sociology provides the foundation for understanding how digital technologies and data are shaping social relations, institutions, and politics.
Our MSc will offer you the opportunity to study with scholars leading the field and to develop specialist expertise in digital and data science methods to study key questions in the sociology of the digital world. The programme will provide you with the theoretical and methodological skills required to understand how the digital reshaping sociological questions about labour, inequality, social interaction, and much more. 
The MSc in Digital Sociology offers you an opportunity to read deeply through current sociological literature and conduct independent research. The programme includes a supervised dissertation project, on a topic that you chose based on your interests and career plans.
You will leave the programme with a demonstrated ability to read and communicate at a professional level of analysis about issues and concepts in the area of Digital Sociology, and you will have planned and executed an original research project at a level that would be expected of a professional researcher or practitioner Digital Sociology using quantitative, qualitative, computational methods, or any combination. If you decide to follow our Social Data Science Pathway, you will leave having demonstrated an ability to use industry-standard statistical software to perform quantitative analysis across a portfolio of social data science projects; you will have communicated the results and limitations of these analyses in written reports that conform to industry and/or academic reporting standards; and you will have integrated sociologically-informed theoretical and/or methodological considerations into your analysis design, execution, and reporting.
We look forward to meeting you and we hope you have a rewarding and productive year in Edinburgh.
Dr. Marion Lieutaud (they/them) and Dr. Peaks Krafft (they/them)
Programme Co-Directors

Cath Thompson
Student Adviser
student.sps@ed.ac.uk



Introduction  

This Handbook is a guide for students on the MSc in Digital Sociology. It will help you make the most of your time whilst at the University of Edinburgh. Please read it carefully, and in conjunction with the Postgraduate Taught Handbook 2026/27
 
Note: The Handbook does not supersede the University Regulations, nor the formal requirements for each degree as set out in the University’s Postgraduate Study Programme in the University Calendar, nor the Terms and Conditions of Admission set out in the Postgraduate Prospectus. Every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in this Handbook was correct at the time of going to press, but the Handbook does not form part of any contract between the University and a student. 

Communications 

Email is the University’s formal means of communication. Information about your degree programme, other relevant activities, workshops, and other postgraduate matters is circulated by email to your University email account. It is vital that you check your email regularly. If you use another email account you should arrange for an auto-forward to be set up from your University email account. Please only contact University staff through your University email account; emails from private accounts will not receive a response. 

Expectations

What we expect from you:
· Attendance: You are expected to attend in-person lectures and tutorials for all of your courses. In class, be present and thoughtful. 
· Active participation: Discussion and reflection together is a core part of the learning process – it helps you to consolidate your own understandings, and sharing perspectives can help your classmates learning too. In lectures and tutorials, please engage in conversation – let us know what you think! – and listen to your classmates.
· Reading and preparation: You will have key and suggested readings for every course that you take. Make sure you have engaged with key readings and any other requested preparation ahead of class, to help make sure you understand the course material and can participate in class discussions.
· Honesty and rigour: There are strict rules about plagiarism, Generative AI use and developing your own work. Please read both the university guidelines and any course-specific policies carefully. If you are struggling please discuss help available with your Student Adviser. Due to this programme’s subject matter, we have a particular interest and particular policies around Generative AI use; these will be explained at the start of relevant courses. 

What you can expect from us: 
· Teaching and learning materials: We develop your lecture courses, including in-class learning materials. All of your courses will use a Learn page or other online resource to collate key information.
· Resource lists: These are collated lists of interesting readings, blogs, podcasts etc. which you can (and should!) engage with for expanding on a particular topic. 
· Assessments: These are designed to support your learning and develop your thinking and writing. We will provide feedback on your assignments to assist with this.
· Support: In class, we try to create a kind space where everyone can learn together. Beyond the class, we are available through office hours to support with any questions or queries. You also have a fantastic support team through the Student Support Office who are available to help with any concerns throughout your time at Edinburgh.


Beyond core teaching

We have developed a programme of more informal activities for you to engage with throughout the degree. Some of these have an academic focus – for example, your Welcome Session, Introductions to Referencing and Dissertation workshops. Others are all about socialising with your classmates. All are designed to help your learning and make sure you get the most out of your time at Edinburgh. Please do make time for them.
 
The Sociology Subject Area
 
The Department of Sociology began in 1964 when Tom Burns (1913-2001) was appointed the first Professor. Sociological research and some teaching had taken place here for several years before that - perhaps represented most notably by two famous monographs, Burns' own The Management of Innovation (written with G. Stalker) published in 1961 and Erving Goffman's The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life, which was originally published in Edinburgh in 1956. Burns published his acclaimed Erving Goffman in 1992. In the Research Excellence Framework 2014 (REF2014) and 2021 (REF2021) assessment exercises by the Higher Education Funding Councils, Edinburgh Sociology has been rated as first in the UK for Sociology in terms of the quality and breadth of its research. The department’s pluralistic heritage and historical strengths in the sociologies of organisations, everyday life, and scientific inquiry carry through to this day. Central, in our view, to the project of sociology is the idea that individual lives and public issues can be understood fully only by placing them in their social context. 

So we seek:
 · To promote learning and scholarship of the highest quality, with research and teaching mutually supportive, encompassing a wide variety of topics and perspectives, relevant both to Scotland and to the wider international world; 
· To contribute to critical public debate about social institutions, and to equip our students with the necessary skills to engage in and evaluate contributions to that debate; 
· To foster a culture of participation, collegiality and free and rigorous inquiry. 
Sociology staff are mostly housed in the Chrystal Macmillan Building, 15A George Square and at 18 Buccleuch Place. Staff post notice of their guidance and feedback hours (‘office hours’) on their SPS staff profile webpage. 
These are times during which they will be available to see students individually. If you cannot come during office hours, please make an appointment to see the member of staff concerned, by contacting them directly, by phone or, best of all, by email. 

Programme Aims 

The specific aims of the programme are as follows:
· To foreground the analysis of core sociological questions in light of the digital transformation.
· To foster critical analysis of the role and effects of digital technologies in contemporary politics and society. 
· To provide students with a focused academic background in social and cultural theory, as relevant to the study of digital sociology.
· To provide the methodological training necessary for students to engage with, as well as critically assess, digital research tools and platforms.
· To enable students to become conversant in the qualitative, quantitative and computational methods relevant to their topic of study, with an emphasis on cultivating the ability to assess the social impact of such research.
· To engage with ethical issues that are raised by digital sociological work.
· To establish a foundation for advanced sociological research within Digital Sociology.
This taught Masters programme aims to provide students with a rigorous introduction to the sociological study of digital society. This programme will introduce you to the core theoretical and methodological issues that arise when sociologists investigate the increasing prevalence of digital technologies in everyday life. Some examples of specialised topics you might choose to orient your studies around include (but are not limited to) the sociological analysis of digital technology and new forms of data on the fields of contemporary culture, work and labor, leisure, health, education, government and law, or finance.
Programme Outcomes

Knowledge and Understanding
Students will gain knowledge and understanding of the main broad areas of digital sociology, digital research methods, as well as the social and cultural theory relevant to the study of digital society.  

Intellectual Skills
Students will acquire and enhance the following intellectual skills:

1.) Analytical: involving the ability to reconstruct, analyze and critically evaluate sociological arguments and knowledge claims, as well as analyze appropriate evidence. Such an analysis will also extend to data and digital research tools. 

2.) Methodological: involving the ability to appreciate a variety of methods and approaches available in the study of a digital society and to choose and  justify a particular approach. Students will also have the opportunity to gain data science research skills using programming languages such as R or Python. 

3.) Interdisciplinary competence: ability to develop complex arguments using
material from different related fields (e.g., Anthropology, Communication, Political Science, Psychology, Informatics).


Professional Skills
Students will acquire and enhance the following professional/subject-specific/practical skills:

1.) The ability to read, synthesize, and employ sociological concepts and theories in order to make an argument. 
2.) The ability to analyze data and its production using a range of sociological research methods, depending on what students specialize in.
3.) The ability to conduct independent research, on a topic of their own choosing, in close collaboration with a supervisor. 
4.) The ability to identify appropriate research methods in the pursuit of their research. 
5.) The ability to complete a dissertation on time.  
6.) The ability to work in groups and to present scholarly research findings to the community.
7.) The ability to communicate across a range of mediums, including the written essay, blog posts, and other media as appropriate.

Transferable Skills 
Students will gain directly transferrable research, writing, and communication skills. They will also gain the ability to work in interdisciplinary setting and to work in groups. 

Courses
The programme, which is a total of 180 credit points, requires students to undertake two specified core courses:
· Issues and Concepts in Digital Society (20 credits) 
· Researching Digital Life (20 credits) 
In addition, students are required to choose, under the guidance of the Programme Director, four further option courses that will address digital technologies in a host of contexts, social or cultural theory, or research training, as they prefer (for a total of 80 credits). Together, these courses will prepare students for independent dissertation research. The dissertation, a piece of self-designed research with supervisory support, totals 60 credits.


Social Data Science Pathway
Students wishing to specialise in computational methods for analysing digital society can choose to take on a dedicated Social Data Science (SDS) pathway during their first semester. This pathway has two additional required courses:
· Computational Methods and AI in Social Data Science (20 credits)
· Computational Text Analysis (20 credits)
An additional 20 credits of data science options courses is also required. There is an expectation although not a requirement that students joining the pathway use these methods in their dissertation. Students who complete the pathway will receive the a degree award entitled MSc in Digital Sociology with Social Data Science. 

Note: Students will not be allowed to change courses after the end of the second week in each semester. 

It is your responsibility to ensure that there are no timetabling clashes in the personal timetable that you put together. 

Please refer to the Degree Programme Table for more information. 

Programme Milestones 

	Semester 1

	Week 1-2
	Finalised course selections for Semester 1

	Week 8
	Submit 1-2 sentence brief description of a tentative research idea for your dissertation, to be used for dissertation supervisor allocation, and if applicable, intention to join SDS pathway.

	Week 10
	Dissertation supervision allocations are announced. Contact your assigned supervisor.

	

	Semester 2

	Week 1
	Finalise course selections for Semester 2

	Weeks 1-5
	Meet your dissertation supervisor at least once.

	Weeks 6-10
	Meet your supervisor again at least once.

	April
	By the end of April you should have submitted a project ethics form. 
· Initial feedback should be received from your supervisor within 3 weeks of your submission.  
· You cannot start data collection without confirmed ethics approval from your supervisor. This usually requires at least one iteration of feedback and response with your supervisor.  

	May-June
	Continue to have at least monthly meetings with your dissertation supervisor.

	15 June
	Share final writing sample from your dissertation for last round of comments and feedback from your supervisor.

	30 June
	Ensure you have received any feedback you need from your dissertation supervisor by this date.

	July
	Self-directed completion of dissertation research and writing.

	August
	Dissertation submission deadline.






Programme Contacts

Your Student Support Advisor and the first point of contact for any and all queries about your life and studies in Edinburgh is:

Cath Thompson
student.sps@ed.ac.uk

The academic Programme Directors for the MSc Digital Sociology are:

Dr. Marion Lieutaud
Room 3.20, 18 Buccleuch Place
marion.lieutaud@ed.ac.uk

Dr Peaks Krafft
Room 6.25 in the Chrystal Macmillan Building
pkrafft@ed.ac.uk

Teaching Staff
Many sociology faculty and graduate students are invested in Digital Sociology and contribute to the MSc programme. Supervision of the MSc dissertations is distributed among the entire faculty. 
All staff profiles can be found on the School of Social and Political Science website.

External Examiner 
The External Examiner for the MSc in Digital Sociology is Jamie Woodcock, King’s College London, Department of Digital Humanities

Assessment
Please refer to the course handbooks for relevant assessment information. 
For more information on the Dissertation please see the Taught MSc Dissertation Handbook
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