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I.  INTRODUCTION

Welcome! 
This Handbook is a guide for students on the MSc/Diploma in Global Environment, Politics and Society. It will help you make the most of your time whilst at the University of Edinburgh. Please read it carefully, and in conjunction with the 2022-23 PGT Student Handbook, which includes (but is not limited to) information relating to: assessment regulations; degree classification and requirements for the award; submission and return of coursework; deadlines, extensions and penalties; academic misconduct (including plagiarism); academic appeals; student complaints procedure; special circumstances; dignity and respect; safety and security; and facilities in the School. 

Note: This handbook does not supersede the University Regulations, nor the formal requirements for each degree as set out in the University’s Postgraduate Study Programme in the University Calendar, nor the Terms and Conditions of Admission set out in the Postgraduate Prospectus. Every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in this handbook was correct at the time of distribution, but the handbook does not form part of any contract between the University and any student.

MSC GEPS:  OVERVIEW AND KEY AIMS
Addressing global environmental issues such as climate change, sustainable development and biodiversity requires knowledge of the political, moral and societal dimensions shaping environmental problems and possible solutions.  This degree brings together the University’s considerable, multi-disciplinary expertise on environmental issues, focusing especially on teaching and research strengths in science-societal relations, climate justice, international and comparative environmental politics. 

The degree will enable students to:
· develop a critical understanding of the key concepts, actors and dynamics characterizing global environmental problems and solutions;
· engage critically with different disciplinary and theoretical perspectives on environmental issues, especially political, ethical and societal;
· assess competing claims and make informed judgments about current global environmental politics, ethics and society;
· develop their ability to present coherent, balanced arguments - in written and verbal form – surrounding contemporary global environmental challenges, actors and dynamics;
· use a range of research skills to plan and execute a significant project of research on a topic linked to major global environmental challenges.

II. PROGRAMME STRUCTURE

The programme requires completion of 180 credits in all, 60 credits (3 courses) each semester, plus a 60 credit dissertation or placement-based dissertation.  (Note:  part-time students complete 180 credits over two years; they will discuss with the Programme Director the precise semester loads each year.) 

In Semester 1 all GEPS students take the compulsory course Global Environment: Key Issues (GEKI). In addition, GEPS students take at least one of three courses corresponding to key themes of the degree: Climate Change, Justice and Responsibility, Global Environmental Politics, or Environmental Risk: Politics, Ethics, Communication or. (You are free to take all three of these courses.) You will then select from a range of elective courses over the course of the year, to a total of three courses per semester.*

*NOTE: Students considering a placement or dissertation which will require particular research skills may wish to consider taking an appropriate course to assist them. Courses offered by the SPS include: 
· Core Quantitative Data Analysis 1 and 2 (SCIL11009) (Sem 1) 
· Research Skills in the Social Sciences: Data Collection (PGSP11016) Sem 1
· Analysing Qualitative Data (PGSP11110) Sem 2  


For full details of the programme structure, including a list of additional courses, please see the GEPS Degree Regulations and Programme of Study (DRPS) page. 

COURSES OUTSIDE SPS 
Some outside courses are particularly relevant and are listed as electives. (Note that places on electives, including recommended electives, cannot be guaranteed; students are advised to have a firm back-up option.) 

Students may search other programmes within and outside the School of Social and Political Science for courses of interest, but should check with their Programme Director to ensure the course is appropriate and available.


DISSERTATION OR PLACEMENT-BASED DISSERTATION

Your final 60 credits will take the form of a dissertation or placement-based project, from April to August 2023. The dissertation or placement-based dissertation is due at 23.59 on Thursday 10 August 2023.

Research Dissertation
This is an extended piece of independent, in-depth scholarship on an environmental politics, ethics or sociology topic largely of the students’ own choosing, but under the guidance of an academic supervisor. 

or

Placement-based dissertations
The Study and Work Away Service (SWAY) will advertise online placement-based dissertation research projects with our UK and internationally-based partners for students to apply to on a competitive basis.  Students may instead independently partner with an organisation outside the advertised project list and undertake a student-led placement. Placements may be located either in the UK or internationally, and some can be completed on a fully remote basis. All placements are subject to School ethics approval and – for any in-person placements – risk assessment approval from SWAY.

Placement-based dissertations timeline: exact dates and nature of student information sessions TBC. Sessions will be conducted online. 

	October 
	Placement-Based Dissertation Information Session 

	November
	Alumni session: Hear from past PBD students

	December
	Advertised Projects: Application advice session 

	December
	Release of advertised projects

	January
	Advertised placements application deadline

	Early February
	Academic selection panel meets

	February
	Preliminary allocation of students to projects – placement confirmation usually dependent on interview with host organisation

	March 
	Project details finalised and signed off.  Begin literature review

	March
	Student-led placement proposals due for approval

	April
	Pre-placement information session

	May-June
	Placement with the organisation

	August 
	Hand in dissertation 



If you have any further questions, please contact the placement adviser, Cameron McKay at swayplacements@ed.ac.uk. 
 
 

III. THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE

LEARNING EXPECTATIONS
Our teaching is based primarily on seminars involving presentations, discussion, some lectures and much interaction. Learning takes place through individual reading and reflection, group work and group discussions. Students are therefore expected to read extensively and deeply in preparation for all courses, and to participate fully. From the outset students must cultivate the study skills required for scholarship at an advanced, truly postgraduate level, including full use of academic resources, effective note taking, critical analysis and writing. Study skills sessions are available in Induction week and from the Institute of Academic Development. 



[bookmark: _Toc322608498][bookmark: _Toc322610044][bookmark: _Toc322615881]
THE GEPS COMMUNITY
One of your greatest resources as students on a programme like GEPS is each other. We attract bright and motivated students from many different countries, all of whom share a passion for environmental politics and bring their own diverse and informative perspectives to the group. GEPS students have always formed a strong community and learned from one another, as well as through the formal teaching process. 

The Programme Director will organise social/ideas-exchange activities over the year, including get-to-know-one-another activities at the start of the programme and a dissertation retreat in the spring. We also have a dedicated Facebook group which students are encouraged to use, although it should not be regarded as a substitute for official University sources of information: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1110417489904501 

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
[bookmark: _Toc322608499][bookmark: _Toc322610045][bookmark: _Toc322615882]GEPS students are actively encouraged to take part in range of related activities on-going within the University.  Participation of this sort tends to enhance a student’s overall learning experience. 

An excellent place to start is following the University’s very active Social Responsibility and Sustainability department. It offers a terrific series of highly relevant workshops, talks, courses, research and events and other networking opportunities.  https://www.ed.ac.uk/sustainability/events All students are strongly encouraged to sign up for their newsletter. 

[bookmark: _Toc322608500][bookmark: _Toc322610046][bookmark: _Toc322615883]We also encourage students to get involved with one or more of the many student-run societies involved in global environmental issues (for both postgraduates and undergraduates). Information is available on the University’s Societies page. Some of the most relevant include: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Edinburgh University Conservation Society:  The Dirty Weekenders, officially known as Edinburgh University Conservation Society, is a student-run society which undertakes practical conservation work in and around Edinburgh.  They go out (almost) every Sunday during the semester, spending the day in or around Edinburgh helping park rangers and other volunteers with conservation tasks such as path clearing, tree planting, or invasive species eradication. 
[bookmark: _Toc322608502][bookmark: _Toc322610048][bookmark: _Toc322615885]
The Sustainable Development Association has been formed to engage students, staff and others in wide range of events, talks and activities linked to sustainable development.   https://www.facebook.com/EdUniSDA?_rdc=1&_rdr
[bookmark: _Toc322608506][bookmark: _Toc322610052][bookmark: _Toc322615889]
The Hearty Squirrel Food Coop:  This Coop provides ethically produced food to the University community which is fairly traded and grown organically.  They also work on sourcing food locally and selling an assortment of local, organic, tasty vegetables to the university community at cost price.   
[bookmark: _Toc322608507][bookmark: _Toc322610053][bookmark: _Toc322615890]
People and Planet:  People and Planet is made up of students keen to take action on world poverty and the environment. The Edinburgh group is one of many around the UK and is part of the biggest student campaigning network in Europe. They work on many issues including Fairtrade & Trade Justice, Ethical Investment & Research, Peace & Justice and the Environment & Climate Change:
[bookmark: _Toc322608508][bookmark: _Toc322610054][bookmark: _Toc322615891]
NETWORKING AND SEMINARS

A veritable plethora of GEPS-themed seminars take place throughout the year.  Information about seminars in SSPS and other departments in the University is posted on our noticeboards and on the SPSS websites.  Click here for further details of SPS upcoming seminars http://www.sps.ed.ac.uk/. CRITIQUE, our Centre for Ethics and Critical Thought, also often has some environmental justice/theory related events: https://critique.sps.ed.ac.uk/ 


IV. ADVICE AND SUPPORT

Extra advice and support is available from several sources within SSPS and beyond:


GEPS students will have a dedicated Student Adviser Kasia Mazurkiewicz, who can help with matters including student support, special circumstances, interruption of studies, progression and degree awards and any other programme-related queries.  She can be contacted on: student.sps@ed.ac.uk

On strictly academic matters, advice is provided by the Programme Director.

Dr Stephen Hill (stephen.hill@ed.ac.uk) is the dissertations convenor.  Please contact him if you have questions about the dissertation writing process.  Information on this will be provided in semester 2.

The Postgraduate Students website has further information on welcome week, writing skills, avoiding plagiarism, careers workshops, study skills, dissertations and much more:   



The External Examiners for MSc Global Environment, Politics and Society 2022-23 will be confirmed in Semester 1



ADDITIONAL UNIVERSITY SUPPORT 
For more information on support services for students, please see the 2022-23 PGT Student Handbook
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