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1 	Introduction: Key contacts  
 

Programme Director:  	Dr Nida Alahmad
4.03 CMB
Email: nalahmad@ed.ac.uk 



Student Adviser:		Kasia Mazurkiewicz
				G.05 CMB
				Email: student.sps@ed.ac.uk 

Course Administrator:     Casey Behringer  
	 
	 
	                  
	Email: pgtaught.sps@ed.ac.uk 

	 
	 
	  
	     
	

	 
	 
	 
	     
	


	 	 	 
External Examiner for MSc International Relations of the Middle East:  
 
Dr. Ritu Vij, University of Aberdeen  
 
 

Role of this Handbook 
 
This Handbook is a guide for students on MSc International Relations of the Middle East.  It will help you make the most of your time whilst at the University of Edinburgh. Please read it carefully, and in conjunction with the 2022-23 Postgraduate Taught Handbook, which includes (but is not limited to) information relating to: Assessment Regulations; Degree classification and requirements for the award; Submission and return of coursework; deadlines, extensions and penalties; academic misconduct (including plagiarism); academic appeals; student complaints procedure; special circumstances; dignity and respect; safety and security; and facilities in the School.  
 
NOTE This handbook does not supersede the University Regulations, nor the formal requirements for each degree as set out in the University’s Postgraduate Study Programme in the University Calendar, nor the Terms and Conditions of Admission set out in the Postgraduate Prospectus. Every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in this handbook was correct at the time of distribution, but the handbook does not form part of any contract between the University and any student.
2 	MSc International Relations of the Middle East 
 
PROGRAMME AIMS  
 
The academic aim of the programme is two-fold. Firstly, it seeks to situate the Middle East in broader analytical, conceptual and theoretical debates of International Relations and Political Science. In doing so, it seeks to provide a theoretically-grounded understanding of the region using existing frameworks of analysis in the social sciences. Secondly, the programme aims to foster knowledge of Middle East politics and international relations, exploring and applying several theoretical models: realism, constructivism, historical sociology, social theory and structuralism.  You will develop an in-depth understanding of the main historical events, processes and actors that have shaped and continue to shape the political dynamics of the Middle East.  As well as placing the region in broader analytical, conceptual and theoretical debates of international relations and political science, we also aim to foster knowledge of Middle East politics and international relations by offering opportunities to examine local cultures, histories, languages and religions.

Students would achieve the following learning outcomes: 
 
a. Obtain an in-depth understanding of the main historical events, processes and actors that have shaped and continue to shape political dynamics in the Middle East; 
b. Acquire a strong understanding of International Relations theoretical and conceptual tools required to understand Middle East international relations; 
c. Obtain a thorough knowledge of different approaches to Middle Eastern studies; 
d. Form an academically informed, independent and critical knowledge of the Middle 
East.   
 
 
PROGRAMME STRUCTURE 
 
Teaching is based on lectures and seminars. An important part of learning takes place through individual reading and reflection, which then feed into group discussions, presentations and individual interventions.  Students are therefore expected to read extensively and deeply in preparation for all seminars, and to participate fully in class. From the outset, students must cultivate the study skills required for scholarship at an advanced, truly postgraduate level – with full use of library, effective note taking, critical analysis, class participation and writing.  The full-time MSc programme is taken over 12 months of full-time study (September to August). The part-time MSc programme lasts for 24 months. Candidates for both MSc and Diploma (see below) are normally required to take the two compulsory core courses and four further optional courses of their choice. Courses normally consist of 2 class-contact hours per week where regular attendance is expected and necessary for good progress. Candidates for the Diploma are required to pass all taught courses. MSc students are required to pass the coursework (minimum 50%) before undertaking a dissertation between April and August.  In the full-time programme, students are expected to take 60 course credits per semester (equalling three 20-credit courses each semester). In the part-time programme, these requirements are spread out over 4 semesters. Students are encouraged to discuss an effective structure of their part-time study with the Programme Director before deciding how many courses to do in each semester of their part-time study. 
For programme details and up-to date course information, see the Degree Programme Table (DPT): 
Full-time:  http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/21-22/dpt/ptmscintme1f.htm
Part-time http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/21-22/dpt/ptmscintme1p.htm

Students on this programme will take two compulsory courses and choose four options from a range of modules offered by SPS and LLC, primarily within PIR and IMES. Students will have the option of taking introductory courses in one of the three main Middle Eastern languages: Arabic, Persian, and Turkish. 
 
 	 	 	 	 	 
 


	Core 1:
	The Middle East in International Relations

	20

	Core 2:
	At least one of:

International Relations Theory OR

International Security


	20

	Optional Courses:
	4 IMES/PIR Middle East-relevant courses
	80



	Dissertation
	
	60


	
	Total Credits:
	180






[bookmark: _GoBack]COURSES 
 
Core Courses:    
 
The Middle East in International Relations (offered in Semester 1) 
 
The main aims of this course are to: 1) provide substantive knowledge on the international relations of the Middle East (ME); 2) familiarise students with International Relations theories and their applicability to the ME; and 3) familiarise students with the foreign policies of states and non-state actors in the Middle East. The course divides will provide an introduction to the ME and a historical examination of the origins of the state and state-system in the ME. It will examine the main theoretical approaches and conceptual tools relating to the study of ME International Relations. 
 
International Relations Theory (offered in Semester 1) 
 
The course is designed to introduce the student to the major theoretical and conceptual paradigms of international relations and to encourage him/her to apply these critically to international events, developments and issues. The key objective of the course is to introduce students to the most significant orthodox and critical theoretical approaches within international relations. A critical assessment will be made of the principal propositions and arguments of the theories drawn from the traditions of realism/neorealism, the English School of IR, liberalism/neoliberalism, and marxism/ structuralism. Students will also be encouraged to engage with recent theoretical developments such as feminism, critical theory and social constructivism. Furthermore, the course will introduce students to the so called cosmopolitan communitarian debate in IR theory. The course will end by exploring the main propositions of the Ethics of War and students will be asked to identify arguments for and against humanitarian intervention. 
 
International Security (offered in Semester 2) 
 
The course will introduce students to the main theories and approaches to security through historical and contemporary security issues. The field of security studies has widened significantly over the past 25 years, moving from purely military questions to other issues such as the environment or migration, and from a systemic or state-level understanding to society and the individual (human security). The course starts by first engaging with how scholarly and practical understandings of security have evolved in the past decades. In order to do so, the course explores some key scholarly developments in the evolution of security studies, most notably by showcasing the difference between more traditional rationalist approaches with constructivist and critical ones. The course then explores the conceptual and empirical meaning of 'security' through a number of key issues and topics, including the changing nature of war, the security implications of new technologies such as drones and cyber weapons, private security companies, counter-terrorism and risk. The goal is to explore what these developing areas of empirical security research mean for the concept of 'security', how different theoretical lenses help us to answer empirical research questions in different ways, how 'new' approaches to security relate to 'traditional' approaches, and develop an appreciation of ongoing limitations and challenges in the field. 
 
Optional Courses: 
 
For programme details and up-to date course information, see the Degree Programme Table (DPT):  
Full-time: http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/22-23/dpt/ptmscintme1f.htm 

 Part-time: http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/22-23/dpt/ptmscintme1p.htm 
 
 
***Students also have the option of taking introductory courses in one of the three other main Middle Eastern languages: Arabic, Persian, and Turkish. 
 
 

Dissertation 
The dissertation is an extended piece of scholarship in which a student is expected to produce a substantive piece of independent research in International Relations of the Middle East. The dissertation is expected to tackle a research problem, engage the relevant literature, and build upon the relevant concepts and theories introduced in the taught elements of the degree. Students will deploy a range of primary and secondary sources as well as appropriate data analytic and bibliographic skills. Each student will be allocated a research supervisor from either IMES or PIR by the Spring to advise on and oversee her or his research progress. The dissertation should be submitted by 23:59 on Thursday 10 August 2023.
 
  
 
3       Learning, Resources and Assessment  
 
Course Seminars  
 
Learning takes place through individual reading and reflection, and through seminars often involving group discussion initiated by student presentations.  Students are therefore expected to read extensively and deeply in preparation for all seminars as well as to participate fully in discussions of material.  From the outset students must cultivate the study skills required for scholarship at an advanced level - using library sources fully, effective note taking, critical analysis and writing. 

Library  
 
The Main Library building is in George Square. However, there are other library sites you may need to use – for example the Islamic Library at IMES (non-lending) or the Law and Europa Libraries at Old College.  Details of library sites, opening hours, catalogue, and electronic databases can be found at https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services.  You can renew books online, and can ‘recall’ books on loan to other users (but must request a recall in person at the circulation desk). 
 
Seminars 
 
Students are expected to attend and participate in the Contemporary Middle East Series (PIR) events which take place throughout the year.  Please find the full schedule on the website of the Middle East Research Group . Students are also strongly encouraged to attend relevant public lectures and workshops that are organized in PIR, SPS and the wider university.
 
 


4 	Pastoral Support and Guidance  
 


All students will have a dedicated Student Adviser, who can help with matters including student support, special circumstances, interruption of studies, progression and degree awards and any other programme or wellbeing related queries.

On academic matters, advice is provided by the Programme Director.

Dr Stephen Hill (stephen.hill@ed.ac.uk) is the dissertations convenor.  Please contact him if you have questions about the dissertation writing process.  Information on this will be provided in semester 2.

The Postgraduate Students website has further information on welcome week, writing skills, avoiding plagiarism, careers workshops, study skills, dissertations and much more.
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