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In honour of CHRYSTAL MACMILLAN

1872-1937
Edinburgh Graduate and Global Citizen.

Making History:
First woman to lobby the
House of Lords

Chrystal Macmillan spoke in the House of Lords in
the appeal of five women for their right as graduates
to vote for MPs standing for election to University
seats (those Westminster seats that historically represented
Universities rather than geographical constituencies). Although

the case was lost, it became a cause célebre.

SCOTTISH SUFFRAGISTS AT THE BAR OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS.
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Scenes in the House of Lords yesterday, when Miss Macmillan and Miss Simson pleaded on behalf of their comiades of Edicburgh anu
t. Andrews Universities for the right to vote for Members of Parliament. 1D ¢ !1--1.1.?7‘1 E R T a¥
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 ODE TO THE TONGUE OF THE PERSISTENT S5EX :—
“ 0 that delightful engine of her thoughis,
That blabbed them with such pleasing eloquence,
Mo longer chirps as it was wont to do,
, ¥hen, llke a sweet melodions bird, It sung
Sweet, varied notes, enchantinge every sari*
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Wwomen’s voices

Delegates at the Internatio

L

for International

Peace and Conflict
Resolution

During WWI, Chrystal Macmillan organised the
International Congress of Women at the Hague.
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WOMEN AND WAR
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or differences of a justifiable character
such as arise on the interpretation of
treaty rights or of the law of nations.

1. PROTEST
We women, in International on- RESOLUTIONS b. As a development

gress assembled, lfrotest
s and the
volving as It does ¢
of human life and the
so much that humanity
through centuries to build up.
2. WOMEN'S SUFFERINGS IN WAR
This International Congress ot
Women opposes the mption that
women can_be pri under the
0 0 are. It pro-
st the odious
n are the vic-
] ar, and especially
against the horrib violation of
women which attends all war.

II. TOWARDS PEACE

J.THE PEACE SETTLEMENT . .
This International Congress of Women of different nations,
classes, creeds and Partles Is united in expressing sympathy
with the suffering of all, whatever their nationality, who are
fighting for their country or laboring under the burden of
war.
Since the mass of the people in each of the countries now
at war believe themselyes to be fighting, not as ag
lef and for their national existence, the
le differences between them, and their com-
a_basis upon which a_magnanimous and
peace might be established. The congress there-
s the governments of the world to put an end to
dshed, and to begin peace negotiations. It demands
that the peace which follow be permanent and there-
S , Including those laid down

fore based on_pr
congress, namely:

In the resolution N

That no territ erred without the consent
of the men and nd that the right of conquest
should not be reco o . X

That autonomy and a democratic parliament should not be
refused to any people. .

That the governments of all nations should come to an
agreement to refer future Internati disputes to arbitration
or conciliation and to bring social, and economic pressure
to bear upon any country which re: toarms. |

That foreign politics should be subject to democratic control.

That women should be granted equal political rights with
men.

4. CONTINUOUS MEDIATION _

This International Congress of Women resolves to ask the
neutral countri take immediate steps to create n -
ference of neutral nations which shall without dela
continuous mediation. The conference shall Inyite sugges
for settlement from each of the belligerent nations and In an)
case shall submit all of them simultaneously reasonable
proposals as a basis of peace.

PRINCIPLES OF A PERMANENT PEACE

5. RESPECT FOR_NATIONALITY ) . .
This International Congress of Women, recognizing the right
of the,people to self-gov affirms that there should
be no” transference of ry without the consent of the
men and women residing therein, and urges that autonomy
and la democratic parliament should not be refused to any
people.

. ARBITRATION AND CONCILIATION L.

. This International Con s of Women, believing that war
is the negation of progres: ion, urges the govern-
merits of all nations to come to an agreement to refer future
International disputes to arbitration and conciliation.

. INTERNATIONAL PRESSURE o
This International Congress of Women urges the govern-
o come to an agreement to unite In
P nd economic pressure to bear upon any
ry, ch re s to arms instead of referring Its case
to arbitr ation.

3. DEMOCRATIC CONTROL OF FOREIGN POLICY

the people, who do not desire it, but by groups repre:
particular interests, this International” Congress of Women
urges that foreign })olltlcs shall be subject to democratic con-

; and declares that It can only recognize as democratic a
system which includes the equal representation of men and
women.

. THE ENFRANCHISEMENT OF WOMEN . .
Since the combined influence of the women of all countries
is one of the strongest forces for the preyention of war, and
since women can _only have full responsibility and effective
nfluence when they have equal political rights with men
this International Congress of Women demands their polltlcal
enfranchisement.

IV. INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION

10. THIRD HAGUE CONFERENCE
This International Congress of Women urges that a third
Hague Conference be convened immediately after the war.
11. INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION
. This International Congress of Women urges that tbe organ-
ization of the Society of Nations should be further developed
On the basis of a constructive peace, and that it should include:
a. As a development of the Hague Court of Arbitration, a
permanent International Court of Justice to settle questions

*NOTE. The resolutions in full arc Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, 0.

ADOPTED BY THE
INTERNATIONAL
CONGRESS OF stat

WOMEN R

of the constructive work of the Hague
Conference, a permanent International
Conference holding regular meetings in
which_women should take part, to deal
not with the rules of warfare but with
practical proposals . for further
international co-operation among the

fcrc;lcc should be so consti

those principles of justice, equity an
good will in accordance with which the

THE HAGUE, HOLLAND be Hore * fully. - recopmized and . (he
APRIL 28-29-30, 1915

rec
and rights not only of the
and small nations but also
er countries and primitive

[)_eoples gradually adjusted under an
htened international public opinion,
is | International Conference shall

appoint:

A permanent Council of Conciliation and Investigation for
the settlement of international differences arising from eco-
nomic competition, expanding commerce, Increasing population
and changes in social and political standards.

12. (ihNhRAL DISARMAMENT

ongr
1

nd
ational agre nt, u
countries should, by such a 10 -
over the manufacture of arms and munitions of war and
should control all international traffic in the same. I
in the private profits accruing from the great
tories a powerful hind g
13. COMMERCE |
a. The Intern:

m
e to the abolition of war.

Nomen urges that In all
\ commerce, that the seas
e routes open on equal terms to the

b. Inasmuch as the in
in the resources of
from are a fertile source of in
International Congress of W e
acceptance of the principle that such investments shall be
made at the risk of  the investor, without claim to the

1 protection of his government.
INAL FOREIGN POLICY :

a. This International Congress of Women demands that all
secret treaties shall be void and that for the ratification of
future treaties, the participation least the legislature
of every government shall be necessary.

b. This International Congress of Women recommends that
National Commissions be created d International Con
ferences conv or the scientific study and 1o
of the principles and conditions of permanent peace, which
might contribute to the development of an International
Federation. L. . X

These commissions and conferences should be recognized
by the governments and should include women in their de-
liberations.

15. WOMEN IN NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL POLITICS
This International Congress of Women declares It to be
essential, both nationally and Internationally, to put Into prac-
tice the principle that women should share all civil and political
rights and responsibilities on the same terms as men.

V. THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN

his International Congress of Women urges the neces

so directing the education of children that their

S .and desires may be directed towards the Ideal of
constructive peace.

VI. WOMEN AND THE PEACE SETTLEMENT

17. This International Congress of Women urges that In
the Interests of lasting peace and civilization the confer
which shall frame the peace settlement after the war should
})ass.a resolution affirming tbe need In all countries of ex
ending the parliamentary franchise to women.

nternational Congress of Women urges that rep

of the ]l)leople should take part In the conference
that shal ame the peace settlement after the war, and
claims that amongst them women should be included.

VII. ACTION TO BE TAKEN

19. WOMEN'S VOICE IN THE PEACE SETTLEMENT
. This International Congress of Women resolyes that an
international meeting of women shall be held in the same
place and at the same time as the Conference of the Powers
whi hall frame the terms of the peace settlement after the
the purpose of presenting practical proposals to tha\
e

In order to urge the governments of the world to put an
end to this bloodshed and to establish a just and lasting
eace, this Internation ongress of Women tes envoys
o carry the message expressed in the congress resolutions to
the rulers of the belligerent and neutral nations of Europe

and to the President of the United States. .
I'hese en hall be women of both neutral and belligerent
d by the International Committee of tbls con-
all report the result of their missions to the
al Women's Committee for Constructive Peace as a

basis for further action.

“NQTE. The congress declared by vote that It Interpreted no

transference of territory without the consent of the men and women
in 1t to Imply that the right of conquest was not to /ie recognized.

« ‘International Congress of,

* Women, 1915.
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Resolutions adopted by the” ™ -_l

nal Congress of Women, the Hague,1915.
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Dangerous conditions did not stop twelve hundred
women from travelling to attend. Chrystal Macmillan
was one of five women delegated to present the
Resolutions to heads of neutral and belligerent

states, encouraging them to make peace.
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In honour of CHRYSTAL MACMILLAN

1872-1937
Edinburgh Graduate and Global Citizen.

Campaigning for
human rights and
gender equality

Speaking at the International Woman Suffrage
Alliance in Rome, 1923.

Chrystal Macmillan challenged the law that bound
a woman’s nationality to that of her husband.

‘ ‘ Marriage In a
woman Is not to
be treated as a

legal disabllity. , , '
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Edinburgh Graduate and Global Citizen.

A prominent voice alcome to the
for social justice vol of Sociz

We would recognise Chrystal Macmillan - o o - - -
today as a human rights activist and as a

feminist social scientist. . ~al of Sc
She campaigned on a range of social justice alcames vou to browse avhibition ¢
iIssues including human rights, gender
equality, global citizenship and international
peace and justice.

Born in Edinburgh where she lived with her parents and eight brothers at
Corstorphine Hill House which was sold in 1913 by the family to Edinburgh
Zoological Society

I'he University of Edin

School of Social and
Political Science
Chrystal Macmillan Building
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1906

Chrystal was one of five graduate women to apply for voting papers for 1906 L
Parliamentary Election for Scottish Universities’ seat: the other four women

were Dr Elsie Inglis, Frances Melville, Margaret Nairn, and Frances Simson.

The University of Edinburgh refused to give voting papers to the women.

1908

The Scottish suffrage organisations raised the money to take the appeal 1908
to the House of Lords, where Chrystal argued the case. The appeal was w0
turned down by the Law Lords on the grounds that the legal term ‘person’
did not include women. Indeed the case received worldwide news
coverage, some reports describing Chrystal as the ‘Scottish Portia”.

- P o \ _ it o, R } 1896 oy
=4 | i r i Vil 7k e SR i, First woman to Graduate in Science from Edinburgh University with a First
g Class Degree in Mathematics to be followed with an MA degree in Moral
"g_— g philosophy in 1900.
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1901 - 1910

Activist in the suffragist movement in Scotland: Highland campaign
tour by caravan with Eunice Murray of Women'’s Freedom League to
Aviemore, Kingussie, Newtonmore, Pitlochry and Perth. She spoke
in Edinburgh, Campbeltown and Orkney, and campaigned in Dundee
and Dumfries with Elsie Inglis.

__________

_ 1909 1913
' On February 16th 1909, the day of the Opening of Parliament, Chrystal Chrystal was joint author of the publication ‘Woman Suffrage in Practice’,
Y gave a lecture in Edinburgh. The text became her first publication which is a careful collection of relevant information on the current status of
N The Struggle for Palitical Life. This short document made the case for women'’s suffrage around the world.
E . women'’s suffrage in the wider context of political freedom. -
s 7l 5

She showed her capabilities when she became one of the organisers of
the International Women’s Congress at The Hague, when 1200 women
met for three days during World War One. She was elected one of

& il the delegates who then travelled to 14 countries, speaking with all the
| -l _ _ | 1919 Heads of State to encourage the neutral states to facilitate a mediation
1 = L Chrystal was elected at the Women's International Peace Congress conference.

T I l ' l e in Zurich to travel to Paris and present women'’s criticism of the terms
T i - Ll of peace proposed by the men meeting at Versailles, and to express
i g S women’s outrage at the continuing Allied blockade which was causing

) 24 widespread famine and death.
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Speech by Chrystal to the International Law Association on question

of whether married women should lose their citizenship on marriage to
foreign men: she argued that ‘women should have the same right as men
to choose their nationality’. She chaired several committees and was
member of Women’s Consultative Committee of League of Nations on the
Nationality of married Women in 1930-31.
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#L;—tf"'ﬁ'ﬂ - / ey s, As President of the Open Door International (ODI), Chrystal led a
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Having been admitted to Middle Temple in 1920, Chrystal becomes the
fourth woman to be called to the Bar in Great Britain.
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. g : : 3 P e S deputation to meet the President of International Labour Organisation in
- il : s P B i Geneva to present the case that ‘restrictions on women'’s right to work
at night are not protective but act as a hindrance to her economic well-
being.” This was part of the ODI campaign for women’s equality with

men in the workplace.

The University of Ediﬁburgh

School of Social and

Political Scie
Chrystal Macmillan Buiﬁ‘ﬁs

C A 1C 9 . 010 O 9 @ o > 1937

1937 Chrystal dies prematurely in Edinburgh after a short iliness aged 65 years.

1909 - 1937

0 O a () () () ollele - 0 For most of her adult life, Chrystal was an officer in several women’s international organisations. For short periods she served on UK committees but her outlook
« -’ « demanded the consideration of the status and condition of women’s lives in other countries. The organisation she helped set up at The Hague in 1915, the Women'’s
International League for Peace and Freedom, continues today as the oldest women’s peace organisation in the world.
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